
Dark Horse CDL School Curriculum 
 
Basic Operations/ Theory 
1.0 Getting Started  

1.1 Orientation  

1.2 Control Systems  

1.3 Vehicle Inspections  

1.4 Basic Control  

1.5 Operating Transmissions  

1.6 Backing & Docking  

1.7A Coupling  

 
Safety and Operating 
Procedures 
2.1 Visual Search 

 

2.2 Communication  

2.3 Distracted Driving  

2.4 Speed Management  

2.5 Space Management  

2.6 Night Operation  

 

Advanced Operating 
Practices 
 
3.1 Hazard Perception 

 

3.2 Skid Control  

Vehicle Systems and Reporting 
Malfunctions 
 

 



4.1 Identification & Diagnosis of 
Malfunctions 

4.2 Roadside Inspections  

 
 

Non Driving Activities 
Theory 
 
5.0 Medical Requirements 

 

5.1 Handling & Documenting Cargo  

5.2 Environmental Compliance Issues  

5.3 Hours of Service Requirements  

5.4 Fatigue & Wellness Awareness  

5.5 Post-Crash Procedures  

5.6 External Communications  

5.7 Whistleblower  

5.8 Trip Planning  

5.9 Drug & Alcohol  

 


