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Governor Walker Creates College and Workforce Readiness Council

Madison—Today Governor Walker signed an Executive Order creating the College and
Workforce Readiness Council. The council will recommend policies and programs to improve
student’s college and career readiness.

“Our state needs to align our education system with the needs of our workforce,” said
Governor Walker. “The college and workforce readiness council will help prepare Wisconsin
students for jobs in today’s economy.”

The Council will be comprised of representatives from small business, the workforce, the State
School Superintendent, Cabinet Secretaries and top officials from public and private universities
and technical colleges. The Council will work to improve student readiness for college and
careers through a variety of measures, including designing shorter and less costly degree
programs aimed at filling high-need positions. In addition, the Council will look at ways to
expand dual enrollment and dual credit opportunities for high school students, allowing them
to earn college and workforce training credits while in high school.

University of Wisconsin System President Kevin Reilly said, "Wisconsin needs more college-
educated citizens to compete in a global knowledge economy. | look forward to this new
Council's helping us produce more graduates with the higher-order knowledge, skills, and
habits of mind required for a full and successful life in the 21st century."

Dr. Rolf Wegenke, president of the Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities, who formerly worked in economic development in the administrations of five
Wisconsin governors, noted that there is an undeniable link between educational attainment
and economic growth.

“In the knowledge economy, the fundamental natural resource is an educated citizenry.
Expanding educational opportunity for Wisconsin citizens will give them and the state a
brighter future,” Wegenke said.

Wisconsin Technical College System President Dan Clancy added, “The Wisconsin Technical
College System is a national leader in the use of career pathway education programs that help
students more quickly earn credentials to enhance their employability while at the same time
making it easier for working adults to earn additional credentials to advance their careers. The
Governor’s Council on College and Workforce Readiness could provide a great opportunity to
promote and expand career pathways in Wisconsin.”
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